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ANNOUNCEMENT BY PRESIDENT ON 12 NOVEMBER

• It will be appropriate that during the 16 Days of Activism for No Violence against Women and

Children – which is the second pandemic we are confronting – we demonstrate our

remembrance of all those who have departed due to the COVID-19 pandemic and gender-

based violence.

• Cabinet has decided that from the 25th to 29th of November, the nation should embark on

five days of mourning for the victims of COVID-19.

• We will let the national flag fly at half-mast throughout the country from 6am to 6pm from

Wednesday 25 November to Sunday 29 November.

• We call upon all South Africans to wear a black armband or other signs of mourning to signify

our respect for those who have departed.

• We call upon all South Africans to demonstrate their solidarity and do this in remembrance

of our countrymen and women, in recognition of the grief that we share as a nation, and as

an affirmation of our determination to overcome this devastating disease.
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CEREMONY TO START PERIOD OF REMEMBRANCE

• On the morning of 25 November 2020, the raising of the flag to half-mast at the Union Buildings will

signify the launch of the 16 Days of Activism Campaign.

• The programme is planned from 05:00 - 06:00.

• The raising of the flag will take place at 05:30.

• This will be the ceremonial link between the 16 Days Campaign, and COVID-19. The half-mast will

be carried on television platforms on the morning of the 25th.

• The same ceremony of raising the flag to half-mast will take place in the Eastern Cape. The

intention is to invite media (Morning Live on SABC 2, and Expresso on SABC 3, Media Houses,

News Channels etc.) to be able to take a live crossing between the Union Buildings and the

Eastern Cape (where the physical event would have taken place). The same applies for news-

driven channels.

• A programme for the morning is being finalized, but media mobilization will be a key part of this

activity to ensure South Africans wake up on this day observing the period of mourning by wearing

black, or black armbands, saying prayers, moments of silence at workplaces, or in public spaces,

holding memorials at work and other spaces to remember those we have lost through both

pandemics.

• The media launch on the 24th will also outline the activities for the 25th of November indicating the

half-masting details.

• The Presidential Dialogue on GBV which will take place between 5-7pm, will observe a moment of

silence as part of the 5 Days of Remembrance Campaign. This will also present the opportunity to

observe the remembrance campaign by having survivors tell their stories of abuse.
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THE HALF-MASTING MECHANISM

The 5 days of remembrance will unfold as follows:

• The justification for the interlinkages between COVID-19 and GBVF pandemics will be elevated in the

speech of the President and in all media statements (electronic, print, social media and government web

sites)

• The President and leadership to be requested to wear black as well in all gatherings / public engagements.

• A prayer session be held to remember all those who passed on as a result of the two pandemics.

• A media statement / communique will be released that all citizens should wear attires and ornaments of

mourning based on their culture, tradition and religious belief. This will be a sign of mourning the loss of our

beloved ones due to COVID-19 pandemic and GBVF; demonstrating the twin threats of COVID-19 and

GBVF or an affirmation of the dual pandemic facing society. The Cabinet Statement of 18 November has

already mentioned this.

• Half-masting of all national flags starting from Wednesday 25 November to Sunday 29 November 2020. All

flag stations in the country to observe Half-masting from 06:00 to18:00 for the 5 day mourning period.

• Families and organisations be encouraged to set up memorial corners where flowers, lit candles and any

appropriate form of memorialization is observed to remember and honour those who are departed.

• On the last (Sunday) churches, mosques, temples, synagogues and houses of prayer should hold prayer

sessions in mourning as these religious houses have buried the fallen victims of both pandemics

• Billboards being procured for 16 Days to also reflect messaging to remember victims of GBVF:

#RememberTheirNames

• Leadership to reach out to women at shelters, hold meaningful engagements and give them hope.
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16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM

• 16 Days of Activism for No Violence Against Women and Children 2020 will be hosted under the theme:

Women’s Economic Justice for a non-violent and non-sexist South Africa

• Why the Campaign?: The scourge of violence against women and children persists in part due to the

ineffective implementation of policies and frameworks, as well as persistent patriarchal systems that place

a value on women in relation to their servitude to men and society. Toxic cultural and religious practises

also devalue women and consider them of less value to men. This effect is multiplied when women have

disabilities, suffer from mental health challenges or display any form of perceived ‘weakness’ in front of

men.

• Persons with Disabilities faced increased risk of abuse and women and children with disabilities face

marginalisation, abuse, and are forced to endure abuse due to economic dependency.

• Social Stigma and cultural beliefs create a conducive environment for ease of abuse for persons with

disabilities and this will be raised as we launch 16 Days, during DRAM 2020.

• Women with disabilities are further marginalised from economic opportunities to allow them to exit abusive

situations.

• The 16 days of activism campaign is targeting South African’s at national, provincial, and district levels with

the following objectives:

• To strengthen the implementation of the National Strategic Plan on GBVF by all social partners

• To expand on the call to action for men and boys as partners to stand against the rape and sexual abuse of

women and children.

• To increase awareness and drive change in relation to negative social norms and behaviour through

multiple platforms, sectors and activism including technology, social media, culture and customs, the Arts,

journalism, faith-based organisations, the private sector, trade unions, the sports fraternity, the taxi industry,

traditional leaders and the youth sector.
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16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM – CALL TO ACTION

Based on the persistence horrific nature and the scourge of GBVF in the country government is

calling upon the nation to recommit to programmatic intervention to:

• Repair the social fabric of our nation by eradicate ills and build a society where morality takes prevalence.

Everyone has a role to play:

• The media: Promote positive stories and renewal, take collective responsibility and hold society to higher

levels of morals, denouncing actions that go against our highest expectations of each and every citizen.

• Communities : Condemn any acts of GBVF and report it to the police. We must be the torchbearers and

light the way to a society that is morally stronger than we currently have.

• Decision Makers: Create awareness about the Nature of GVBF as humanity issue and instill Empathetic,

Responsible , Innovative and Accountable leadership in those responsible for making decisions.

• Partners :Sexual and personal morality requires intellectual honesty and respect. We are enriched by

diverse cultures in South Africa.

• Families: Nature values, attitudes, and behaviour. Raise boy and girl child as equals . Family its an

important agent in all its cultural and religious manifestations of socialisation and a major instrument in

nurturing psychological behavior

• Teachers: Look at any signs of psychological behaviors such as bullying, teach young boys to treat girls

with respect and as their equal. Teach young girls to be confident, independent and to express their views

• Call on men and boys, as well as whole of society to stand as partners and form action coalitions that seek

to eradicate rape and sexual harassment and abuse
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16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM – LOOK AND FEEL
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16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM – SYNERGY WITH WEEK OF REMEMBRANCE
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All departments and organisations can run a 
message similar to the one below to remember 
everyone lost through the two pandemics. 



WEEK OF REMEMBRANCE – APPLICATION

• The artwork represents the core approach to

the 5 Days of Remembrance Campaign.

• Key messages have been developed which

strengthen and support the Week of

Remembrance.

• Displays of remembrance / memorials and

similar ceremonies in remembrance of those

who have died must be set up, and then

shared with others to encourage others to

do the same. It is through shared actions

that we can demonstrate our solidarity to

this campaign and honour those that have

died.

• We must also remember all front line

workers who have died during the COVID-

19 Pandemic while in service of fellow South

Africans.
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4. THE HALF-MASTING MECHANISM – ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS

The below is an early draft of the order of proceedings proposed for the half-masting mechanism

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS

• Segment 1: Morning live / Expresso / GCIS / SABC / eNCA / Newzroom Afrika etc. 

• 05:00: Arrival of the IMC on NSP on GBVF Ministers, Minister DSAC, Minister DPME, and 

Deputy Minister DWYPD to the Union Buildings

• 05:30AM Singing of the National Anthem by the Brass Band

• Hoisting of the South African Flag at Union Building

• Hoisting of the flag by the Premier: Eastern Cape

• Lighting of the Torch of Peace at Union Building

• 06:00 Onwards: Media interviews  and Engagement Schedule
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4. THE HALF-MASTING MECHANISM

The 5 Days of Remembrance will unfold as follows;

• On the part of participation by civil society we recommend that government and business run logos in black

and white in honour of the period of mourning and to post messages under the hashtag

#RememberTheirNames.

• In line with the 2020 UN Theme for 16 Days, Orange the World: Fund, Respond, Prevent, Collect! the

Collect refers to collecting and telling of stories of abuse and survival to move abuse and GBV out of the

silence and shadows out into the open. The aim is to drive home the reality of what women and children

are going through, and to end the silence that allows GBVF to persist.

• The call will be for civil society to stand on the side of survivors and to break secondary victimization. So

the 5 Days Mourning period will recognize those that have died as a result of GBVF, and will call on society

to stand with victims and their families and friends (in seeking justice) and survivors in supporting them on

their road to recovery (Pillars 3 and 4 of the NSP).
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THE HALF-MASTING MECHANISM: Social Development 

The Department of Social Development will be active participants in both the 5 Days of Remembrance

Campaign and 16 Days of Activism for No Violence Against Women and Children as follows:

Profiles and images of the fallen heroes to be placed on the DSD Memorial Microsite:

www.dsdmemorial.org.za – E.G:
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THE HALF-MASTING MECHANISM: Social Development 

On Friday 27 November 2020, Minister Lindiwe Zulu will be relaunching the Gender-Based Command Centre

(GBVCC) from its new premises in Salvokop – Pretoria and make this the sector day for those who have parted

from both the COVID-19 and the GBVF pandemics.

• A live virtual memorial service for those who have lost their lives

• A DSD News story with images

• A slideshow will be displayed on the DSD internal screens

• The Department of Social Development will support the

#RememberTheirNames hashtag on all platforms
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16

THANK YOU


